Introduction
In the early eighteen hundreds, prominent Belfast citizens decided to found an Academical Institution to school their younger sons and prepare their older ones for a career in medicine, the Presbyterian ministry or just 'useful' life. After many vicissitudes, the 'medical department of the Royal Belfast Academical Institution' was formed and its five-member board of faculty met for the first time on 8 October 1835. It had a detailed published 'plan' including arrangements for clinical instruction agreed with the Belfast Fever Hospital and General Dispensary, a forerunner of the Royal Victoria Hospital, and the full curriculum was eventually in place for 1 May 1836. Since then a recognised medical school with an approved curriculum has been in continuous existence, with Queen's taking the part of 'Inst', and clinical teaching now spread over a wide range of general and specialist teaching hospitals throughout the province but historically and geographically still centred at the Royal Victoria Hospital. With some 150 graduates each year, the Belfast school is among the largest in these islands. 
